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Resafe, North Gate of the city 2003. From Mosque of the larger enclosure at Quasr Al-Hayr

“Legacy in Stone” by Kevin Bubriski, published Al-Sharqi, 2003. From “Legacy in Stone” by
by powerHouse Books © with courtesy Kevin Bubriski, published by powerHouse Books
© with courtesy

(Kevin Bubriski, p. 162)

Palmyra, 2003. From “Legacy in Stone” by Kevin Bubriski, published by powerHouse Books © with courtesy

Palmyra — Strongly connected to its Queen Zenobia, grew wealthy from trade caravans
that connected East Asia and Europe through luxurious goods, making Palmyra a famous
station on the Silk Road.

(Kevin Bubriski, p. 162)



Father and son, North of Aleppo, 2003. From “Legacy in Stone” by Kevin Bubriski, published by powerHouse
Books © with courtesy

“Legacy in Stone” will leave different impressions on its broad readership. For someone
who never visited Syria before 2011 and never had the chance to encounter its people,
seeing Bubriski’s photos is like visiting enchanted places of a fairytale. On the other hand,
for someone who knows the country, or is originally from Syria, things are completely
different. Today, everything has changed. Death is the eponymous inhabitant of the Dead
Cities; the Aleppean Cuisine is exiled; Syrian children are being born and growing up in
camps; and terror has wiped Palmyra’s temples off the map. With no end in sight to the
suffering of those who remained in Syria, or to the yearning of those who left it, memories
of the “good old days” might soothe one reader, or cause another to burst into tears.
Looking at those smiling faces of people who posed for Bubriski — now immortalized by
choice or by chance in his book, | asked myself what were they thinking back then, and
where are they now?

Recalling my cold reaction when my friend first told me about Bubriski’s “Legacy in Stone”,
| also recall how my heart started to pound when | first opened the book, and how a smile
forced its way onto my face. Many of these photographs are now precious records of a
cultural heritage destroyed beyond repair, and of a loss of places and people beyond
written words. Otherwise speaking, the book is a “once upon a time” story for the future
generations.

Kevin Bubriski (*1954, North Adams, Massachusetts) is a documentary photographer. His
photographs are in several permanent collections at the Museum of Modern Art,
Metropolitan Museum of Art, San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, and Bibliothéque
Nationale de France in Paris. He received Guggenheim, Fulbright, NEA and Robert
Gardner Peabody Museum fellowships. In addition to “Legacy in Stone: Syria before War”,
Kevin Bubriski’s books include “Portrait of Nepal” (Chronicle Books, 1993), “Pilgrimage:
Looking at Ground Zero” (powerHouse, 2002), “Nepal 1975-2011” (Radius
Books/Peabody Museum Press, 2014), “Look into my Eyes: Nuevomexicanos por Vida
1981-83” (Museum of New Mexico Press, 2016) and “Our Voices, Our Streets: American
Protests 2001-2011” (powerHouse, 2020). Website: htips://kevinbubriski.com

Amr Al Azm was director of scientific and conservation laboratories at the Directorate-
General for Antiquities and Museums (DGAM) in Syria between 1999 and 2004, and
taught at the University of Damascus until 2006. He is a founder and board member on
“The Day After Project” (TDA) and coordinator of the Heritage Protection Initiative (TDA-
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HPI) for protecting cultural heritage in Syria.

Ross Burns served in the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs for over three
decades. Between 1984 and 1987 he was the Australian Ambassador to Syria. Ross
Buns is the author of “The Monuments of Syria: A Guide”, London, 2009).

Legacy in Stone: Syria Before War
Author(s): Kevin Bubriski, with contributions from Amr Al-Azm, and Ross Burns;
Photographs: Kevin Bubriski; powerHouse Books, New York 2019
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